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BILL GRAHAM PRESENTS '.]
“THE SAN FRANCISCO SCENE” ¢
THE GRATEFUL DEAD (

BIG BROTHER & (
THE HOLDING CO. (

BILL GRAHAM
PRODUCER

N

Born Wolfgang Wolodia Grajonca in Berlin, January 9, 1931, Bill
Graham spent the early years of his life escaping the Nazis. He lost most of
his family in the war while he himself was moved from Germany to France,
Spain, Casablanca and Bermuda. In September 1941 he arrived in New Y ork
and was pleced i a foster home.

In 1949 Bill became an American citizen and legally changed his name
to William Graham. Until 1955 he attended the City College of New York,
interrupted by two years in the United States Army, including combat in
Korea.

Always interested in the theatre, Bill moved to California where he
worked by day and produced the San Francisco Mime Theatre by night. In
March 1964 he resigned his job as regional office manager for Allis-Chalmers
to become Full time producer of the Mime Troupe.

W hen funds ran low and the need for publicity grew high, Bill hit upon
the idea of a dance-concert benefit. The first was given in the Mime Theatre's
loft. At midnight it s estimated that the loft which could hold some 250
people comfortably had 1500 people in it and 3000 waiting their turn out-
side on the street. Clearly this was something to continue and a larger hall
whas peeded.

Bill found the Fillmore Auditorium, a run-down dance hall in the
ghetto section of North San Francisco. There he began full-time production
of dance-concerts, a combination of sight, sound, sif, talk, dance and gern-
eral happening. They have included such diversified programs as the Rus-
sian poet Vornesenshy with “Jefferson Airplane”, Leroy Jones®' play “The
Dutchman”, with the “Byrds”, and the "Count Baste Orchestra™ with
Charles Lloyd Cruarter.

From if in the past fwo gears we have seen the emergence of the love-
rock of “Jefferson Airplane” (of which Bill is producer and business man-
ager). the Art Nouveau revival of poster art (largely for Graham
produced shows at the Fillmaore ), and light shows that stimulate the eyes in
much the same way hallucinatory drugs are supposed to affect the senses.

Bill Graham has not single-handedly created the San Francisco sound,

rather he has had a hand in it — but the hand has made i that much maore
interesting.

+ INTERMISSION (

THE JEFFERSON
AIRPLANE

GLENN McKAY'’S —
HEAD LIGHTS — LIGHT SHOW
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JORMA KAUKONEN

GRACE SLICK .







SPENCER DRYDEN




“Turning On
at the
Fillmore”

Umu e srasmc oonons of Tesy Mamat lquid
light projectioas evory Friday sight The Sownd begini &
soursl a4 will kecp & relatively new, ever prowisg aed
very adentifiable sepmest of San Fraacisss's popoiuthon
mawing throughoet the week-cnd, This soaed s prosfuced
by b swsorimend of vecsl groups and bande B recls
i Bot, it'r cuciting, it muscally mielligenl, aad i pan
of & revelutken which i meashing ol 1o &RoOTRES K
poditics, Fahioaa, neligion, buineia ard heman mistions.
1i in. perhapa, the begisning of & sotally prer way of life,

The ncene i o prachcilly oaremsveied twwstioy dsnoe
hall, ind foatslge ghows of tka fremzied peried cua ox-
catboaally b detected flapping Gs the fekering alrobe
lightr. Therw he resemiblance esde. Deipele Lhe preat dance
hall pevival, sey corrclalion berween the 1980y and the
19308 collapses when eaisdes provalmi in boil periad
ure companed. Today’s healthy bedaomam can camly be
condraded with the caglicd peritad'i frantic estaps from
emptitess, & geldy BubMe a burwl lewwing mn enline
wawld aken, didllovioned and depreaed. Today's dancery
are nof burdined by the same Taaisa—a pony world mmds
Wit by 8 patemaliies America. They are chldres of
deproidion and war, ey move 10 & ddlerenl best, and
in ihe fres esinkibited caprraién of feelng they are, hope-
fully, building & lirs paycholopieal fousdamssn o WTGRE
sexial change.

Albosgh muaic, parckoalaely as it relsies io the Fillmars
Auditoniym, ir g domisast ampect of what can ealy be
denirived an & mévermest, 8 ihd Fillmetr il cadnd be
drvareed Trein the clbe? elements thal esmpdive the natal
exprience; (ke Lights, 1he tvpe of soued, the dancieg, e
people, Ltheir clothing. b endire indescritable whirl of
sernabiorn. [ i an simophere @ which 8 pariicuisr kind
of pay flawen

The Fillmete fealuns seviral Bypei of Bkt progctions
Martin® hqual deigns are projecied oa the wall Behind
the handstand, ofien wpenmpoied on Tdm clips or ilides
Thay are prodeced by maxing colored ofls in a plasikc doc
which b jiggled in Bime b the mnic. The lenp right wall
of i wadilginim b decoraled will profeciions by Dua
Brefing, who wied hind-pamied alificn projected fhaough a
revdvag odor wheel Aroda absd debblo mo indrecale
Tquid inwentiors. for whech ke ealy formala o wpantaniy,
In addzion there is the sirobe Mgkt which pradoscs dalice-

g visusl distortions on the desce floor, revieg beam,
iridensen] foclliphty aed flucresceni lumgd, chitisg & sall

Hae shoei of light on sections of e floor and setivating
Afideud arthls io pain intricate and often imagnatie
deniged oo wally, foon, ciothing, efma, halr faces aad
nylbeag cls that will may ﬂﬂlhﬂ]mﬂ, 10 be painted,
Tha effect of ebis congleencration of lights sad vimals fa
88 first wilerdly grotesque, but the Fillmere Awditormm |
'“”'ﬂ.‘mmrﬂﬂmﬂnhurm-d-m
Eorsce into that world requires ony 4 cosdition of
recepiiity, Bewuty will make ield known

by MILTON MIROMN

The Fillmors coowd ia, of coane, mouly yousg It b
shio mostly turmed-on, Thin has linde go & with e direcl
e &l marijuasa, LD or other hallucinoger. It hay much
10 dy with new' pftiludes toward expenenting and eXpress
ing. Tursed-cn has come to mean mvoch more than ire
metEdipun cupboria. Il o an exploaion of (he sensss, relesed
Teom i deadening ballsd of habit and phves Mighi darough
Rorve wiihout waiely, joy withowt guilt and movement with-
oul inhibities. Whether this is being schieved with or wilh-
out drugs i irrelevant. The imporiast thing is that @ i
teg achisved.

Expreaion haa Rowered most viaibly ia the coilume of
the cuomens. Although the peneral trend is neward mod
Inahiesa, wild hair, brardh, grasay decases, Indion gear wed
ciber tranifealationa of the hipey elemest are pol ubiual
The e=phaain is on defividuality, end alheugh sothing
kzoks mete birarme than & busteer vl it would not get
o second plinee

Munic i the beart of the Fillme. The bral, provided
Ey local groups suek aa the Feflemon Airplane, The Grale-
ful Dead, The Greest Socicty, The Sopwith Camel, The

Ql.:i'_'l.l-ul'ﬂ hfpssemper  Service, WildMower and Moby
e wsal guch impana &5 The Byrds, Moddy Walers,
Oils Redding, Mama Mes Thombon, snd Paul Botierficld
Pluci Band, mesea the Bghin sy well an the dancers.
Fleztmchty b the Mood of thiv wytem. 18 poury into the
jagiromenti, through the amplifiefi and apilh over indo
ihe cascade of lghse I gived the enlive evest ila ferlifica-
gien of modennity and ihe endonesmen of MeLuban sdve-
cale

Meale does mak cxinl wilhoul ryudciani, and their physi:
cal preiease s m E=pariaed 0 the Flsare icene i thy
soosd ihey crvate. Mo amount of amphifcaisn fan give
£a o recorded picee of muoic thal wedstakable thrill which
acenmpanit 8 live performance. 11 6 can, there iy soeme
thing vory wrong with the live performers. The perform.
arory al By Fillmore generally have thal wpecial somerhing.
Mol every el can oomvey the aame foeoe. Therr am oo
maay vatiebles which can include wssopanure audiences,
paened-oll musiciand, uvniss tanghe, amphificalion quirks,
mediocne mabiri] of cven the mood of the cily, Bl ghe
Fillmore Awnditerium followa & polisy of Eing 1 obiain
et besl proeps avadable,

Among the bed v Jelferson Airplane, a group which
eeerped oaly Distle more than a year ape as the muskcal
wouee of the Bay Arca’s meat sclive profest groups. The
Alrplane took off wigh the dance hall mvival which itwedl
B ooaly a year old, the enact dale Bl in the confusion of
splinbtring efganizatigns. Jedferon Alrplase @ fo San
Prancisce what The Relling Soncy are perhapa do the rest
af the world, 1he cumest embedizeen of the mm2 on-
Dmporary eipreiaies. Bul Jellernsn Anplasst B morg thas
w aymbels they are firvlrate moiieiane, Their bsve ol the
medinm i rellested dn Beir heady srraagementi, digent
reheirsal and pualonite performances thal resch the sl
By Bowing the mind

Folk Reck, the ofl-ipting of Folk Musk’s moral agony
and Rock wad Roll's scnvpal feovor, iv curnenily the moss
eXGbRE. chealive and imporiast forme & musc being
eompeicd B2 pumbers among #s adhooomés B mos
SETIDUS. LA EFilic asd the mdal imbecilic Ineny-boppamn
It comes chaser even Thas filimi 03 baag the long dreamed
of popular sre Jefferson Abplass bypificn B Fillmore
apd ospared fhe patieen Tof AUmMEToUs new proups, bl
ma wmeount of irmlarss ean dikblres! frem theer didinglian
From the meeed, virfle love-dound of Masty Balin't voics
Iﬂﬁlmmkﬁﬂﬂx guitar of [orma Kaskonon,
Jack Casady wnd Pail Kani=er ba the srsunding back-up
by Spencer Dwyden om dromi ssed Girace Sack on the cles-
tra: ongam they are wha b happening.

A culurl by-preduct of e dasceconcert movement
By been the revival of posier s, dormant siece shondy
s i Parichn impressionist beyday. The Fillmeee
Pt dedigmed by W Wikon, demosairaie o conlinuou
Bag of imaginsiive developmend from ihe easly wme of
I1-‘"'-'!1 bo create dieclign apart from sdverthiag comleat oo
the *ﬂﬂlﬂl of photographa o the gracelal incorpeeation
of beatiful be fipay drawings, Posier sailes ase row &
Nootishing bulnes, bringiag in unexpected bul weleesss
Teveaus from cutlets all over the Hay Area sed presemly
from auch far Nung owtpois as Demver. The dermand for
Wilion poaters hai boon w0 great thil i has Receasdaned
the Fepisbing in hugs quantities of masy favorse Besk

The Fillmare is nat without fauhs, bul they are eeehancs)
shanomings aed eeflect the Bmitarieas of facilities de-
ugned for aeciber gra. The Boileneck a0 the costroom
shotld be elimiasied, and more seat should be prowided

lae 1he dalicsied lslongry who thun the dance Moo, The
vasneid of the suddsrium 1ends o waah-oui some of the
light peojectssms, Bt & amaller foem could nof accormess-
dade tha muliliudes whoe peed foom 1@ dance, There @ ales
s tendency 10 cquale voleme of ampldication wh gaslny
in somsd, and st the kigher brveds ihe sound soemelimes. be
comed hidll and mctallic. Many pesbon ory out for a
Lafl, quict, almind hudicd repeodustion. Loyal Fillsete
sudienied dhow sdimasable patsbace with these difhesltes,
and refinemenii are bang intreducod s vwiily o3 esping
wills  rapidly growiag baby butiness will permil

The wxul of 1he Fllisste Awdiorom n Bl Giabam,
e conlroveriial ssd volstde periofulily whose Vibepefa-
tive response po police presure ke made him & hero s bia
clientels, Emerging redalively weacsihed from s supsd
s of gtablidiment aiiacks—inclofag a witkhabd dance
hall permil and a bizamy police radd thaf neited Heem
fothing But 3 fow loem-apen, & hont of indignanl parcols
afd the wrath of the paow—COrham will relas=a the in-
snneth of A junghe Nighter, Tha mnic businckd b & jusgle,
S Bevaids i o i Bl Beeaias @ i Didesedd, ked
Girsham i shrewd eacugh 10 know Sa @A bulness only
ihe fighoen sureive, But Gradam's obeisinoe 1o enierpris
is mitigaied by his devobion oo & dandard of e highed
qualiiy in his cosceris. His unreleniing booesty and drank
verbal explosions bave carred him enemics, bot in thess
days of hyprocritical poldeness asd bland pood mansghi

hit refrevhing candor places bam eons spart From ihe
beeausratic menh that maktes up the Tbeainess communiiy.

The scene af tha Fillmore has prosn fo encompass mikd
werk and other spociall gvends that do mot cedinarily lend
themalven ta dansc-concert prosentasion. Mike MoChare'y
The Brord, ¢ue of Ehs todoms of the Usdsaground, was
Nire preicated af the Fillmore, asd LeRisi Jones' Dustchmen
mads one of i Fase Bay Apca appearances there, Lenay
Broce, Asdy Wathols Esplsding  Plamic Tarvitable, A
Payehedidsz Fadhion Show by the Mad Hstier and Mesi
Fanas, Maaies 42 Flata, Bals Sete, and poeciry readingi
by Afftei Voenesenily, Lawgesss Forlingheni and Allen
Giinsberg Bave 1Mo Pl an sudience 1here.

The Fillmore Asduorium i oleen deserbed 54 o hagpens
k=g, and ihe imprompiu appearance of people Bke Joan
Deez and Mimi Fanaa or the convenion of the weditorium
imo & senting for & buge hippy wedding does. beave you with
ihe fecling Usat anything cun hagpen there. And more and
meode does happen there. Despie the demands and pres-
vares of & highly competitree busines, Graham has foand
the uee o donate b time and wediborium o benglits for
e ares, BothrAnd, SNOC and otbsors, wiilizing his talenga
i i lewer for & panibcular type of social sclion. [P clowsd
wilk aa all night bash that left dhe dance Mese carpeed
with ileeping bodies. bul The Soesd pover dopped ai
groug aler group dropped by b jam inte the morsssg.
It 5 this simosphere of consand and casiting scerwiry that
had given the Fillmone Audiloriom ila magnelic altfacion
lor & mew and resiles gensradion, who Tos] thal whes they
ift [n the Fillmore they arp home af kit =
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