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NIGHT Huddle Ladbetter was a master
IRENE of the 12 string gulitar, and
developer of the “walking bass” style
of playing. Known as Lesdbelly he in-
fluenced such greats as Woody Guthrie,
Sonny Terry and Pete Seeger. When Seeger
formed the Weavers it was only natural
they record a Leadbelly song in tribute.
Goodnight Irene was the biggest hit of
1950, a year before the Weavers ware
blacklisted, and a year after Ledbetter’s
death.
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ul:mDRDUS gentleness at DEAD's New Year™
Eve show! Bill Graham perched as FatherTime
on an illuminated globe moved in stately ]
fashion toward the stage, setting in high
gear the clockwork of tradition that sur-
rounds New Year for the GRATEFUL DEAD.

Big Brother on the giant video screens
on either side of the stage proclaimed, it
was 1984. As the globe reached the stage,
balloons were released from the rafters &
fireworks exploded, the DEAD, flanked by
dancing skeletons, struck the first notes
of Sugar Magnolia. If the DEAD took few
chances at New Year's, they played with
the contentment & strength of coming off
their best year in memory.As strings of
colored lights flashed around the balcony
facades, the balloons reached the crowd
below, and were volleyed back in the air,
as if the moment were preserved, and could

be captured, as in a photograph to hold up 't
against the treasons of the seasons gone by
and to come.Unlike the crush of Oakland a ore

year before, the colored chandeliers of the ©
Civic shone down sepulchrally on eerily
empty corridors. No Machiavellian manipu-
lation of tickets this year, and none at
the door. The most emotional response of
the week came after encore Brokedown Palace
when Bobby said "we'll be back after a bmak”
a gasp of delight at the prospect of entry
into the rarefied space of a third set.
Jerry dominated, laying down ground rule
riffs of the blues in Big Boss Man, fol-
lowing it up with the tumultuous tribal
chants of IKO IKO, turning it over to
Bobby for In The Midnight Hour, ending up
with, reminiscent of ARMS Benefit Concert,
Goodnight Irene. The crowd, given the tra-
ditional paper bag breakfast,walked out in-
to the 3AM San Franciscan New Years dew.

My thoughts flowed back to the moment, as
the crowd lost themselves in dancing, bat-
ting balloons to the refrains of the old
chestnut, Sugar Magnolia, joyously & grate-
fully unleashed on the new year-not the
easiest song to open a set with, in years
past often stumbled & grunted through-
hoping that this scene would not be lost
and would be free to start up again in the
future many times hence...
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We Get Letlers...

1 have been a DEADhead for 8 years now and I'm
proud of it! They have brought many hours of joy

into my life DAV, H Glassboro NJ
KIthough I couldn't make 1t oUt WeSt 10T New Years,

[} 1 ?
it's all I thought gbout those days.
= Bﬂ?ID W Bocasﬁatgn FL
Seen my 2nd show at Park West-spent the night in
Utah in a cave up in the phills. Very hot Scarlet/
Fire. Tried to get New Ye"rs tix, but no luck.
I1'11 get there somehow. DEAD BURT Magna UT
Thanx to you T was well Informed of the Grateful
DEADS adventures in '83. Hope your fine publication
will continue ogeratiuns lo into the future.
AMES K Woodstock NY
In these rather depressing times it's kifda nice
the DEAD have something new to pull us all together
again - We Will Get By We Will Survive
KIM C San Jose CA
Only been gol to DEAD shows for 1% years(9 shows)
and each show is better than the one before it.
Just how do they do it? Actually, I really don't
care how they do it—onlg that they keeE on doing itl!
REG Portland O
In daltimore check oui U"Brians Fub-Tuesdays are
DEAD days. On New Years, a local band, Jello Boys,
appeared there and their set began: Werewolves of
London, Friend of the Devil, I Know You Rider, Who
Do You Love, Harder The; Come. .. -
JEFFREY S Pikesville MD
While T was watching Professional Bowling live from
Alameda on TV yesterday, they faded out for a com-
mercial and I heard Franklin's Tower as background...
TOM R Oberlin Ohio
ng spgeadxng your ?applness throughou§ the!world.
i ouches _m ople 1n a_very special wa
JARE M Tart School daterbown or oY
an't walt e AD roll up and down the east.
I'm starting to sacckplle bat;erlegﬂand tapes.

GEORGE C Barnesville
Really 1iked your Best %§ "BJ issue..l wish 1'd

otten around to sendi my opinion. MIKE
ﬁice runnfﬁg'lntu you %n NYCT with your bII

B
visor - _Yyou were more communicative than wh
first met " you at a Rhgley's unter show...

DEN H Phila Pa

ats o o ose 8 s who 0 e time to
respond to your year end survey. gorry I didn't take
the time to vote. Here's hogénﬁ '84 is a good year
for you and the DEAD. STE Milan MI

Can't wait to get some good mail for a chanﬁe.. Ch
Egah, 1 shook your h at Hartford.ADAM P Alfred NY
ove what you are doing. It keeps me updated,inter-
ested and best of all psychedl MIKE H LA cA

m not sure who sent a or me bu m sure glad
they did. I think I'll send the SASE's from now on
so they will have the right address on them. Saw JGB
at Agora. Great Jams but no encore. Hope it wasn't
some_hlng we said. I agree with StevelL from SF on
letti t. Stephen sleep, I hope it doesn't become
a regular showpiece. Let it be a special thing for
those who saw it. WATTS Naugatuck CT
It's been a while since I've heard from you & I now
realize you've run out of envelopes. Here's a bunch
more. It's snowing here today, but I'm locked safely
away with my new fapes aﬁd it's SSDD all the way!
LARRY P Burlington VT

‘8] Recap 1ssue. Seeing you
the newsletter/sticker is
ICK M SF CA

THE DEAD ARE ALIVE!!

NOW AVAILABLE
LIMITED EDITION

1984

Feep 1t up manT Enggyed
at the shows & getti
glways a _highlight.

GRATEFUL DEAD
CALENDAR

MORE TALES FROM THE GREATEST STORY EVER TOLD:
THE MOTHER'S TALE

Last summer my baugfiter went fo California and enbdeb up "om tour"
wiffi tfie Grafeful Dead. When money ron out sfe returned fome.
Curious as fo whaf sorf of kibs are Deabfjeads, 1 opened my House

to them when £he Dead were in Harfford. Approximately 15 sfiowed up.
They were nice kibds (of all ages). I enjouyed their company. 1
really liked ffie fye-byes and offfier various crafts. Gof falked
info gotng fo Worcesfer fo my firsf rock concerft. 1 was surprised
that Efere was no shoving, pusfiing or violence. Some guy gave me
one of your sfickers. And my bauglifer fold me about you. 1 sow
the bir€f of Rock’n'Roll in €e 50's, and thie flard rock of Ehe 60's
and 70's. 1 bon'f mind felling you fhie Grateful Dead was pleasure
fo my ears. My daugfifer £s 19 and I'm no youngsfer af **. Deabficads

perked me up. CETLE F. MIDDLEFIELD CT

THE BRIDE'S TALE
Just o note fo fell you fhiaf #1) [ moved again; #2) I gof married.
My botfriend Jim and I gof married in San Francisco fours before
the sfow on December 27, 1983. We gof marvied in fye-dye. lafer
thaf nite the DEAD opened wiffi Cold Rain & Smow. Jerry sang, "I
married me a wife..." Jim fBougft £6af was preffy cool.
the new Wrs. Jomes G from Rebondo Beach
formerly Nicki G of Los Angeles

THE NOVICE'S TALE

1 am OFFICIALLY fappy since my first DEAD sfiow. (Mabison Square
Garben-Ocfober 11, 1983) The bday of the sfiow my frienbs ashed me
"What bo you Efiink fhey’'ll play for your first sfiow" [ answered,
"The Eleven, maybe, for tf s £fie Eleventfi". TFoolish bream, ffiey
saidb. '"Well, maybe, S5€. Stepfien, it is one of my favorites" They
lougfied of me. Thaf night, my first show, I could feel the jubila-

tion growing and flowing as ffey ployed ffiat song!!
JOYCE 8 MENDHAM NJ

MNIZIEL CALENDAR

NOW READY! this calendar is unique-featuring
Artwork sent in by MIKEL subscribers packaged

in a rather spaced-out format. Limited Edition.
Numbered copies. _3 stpaid. (Cal res add 65¢)

S

To keep getting MIKEL, send Self Addressed Stamped
Envelopes, in which case MIKEL is free OR send
$5 for 6 issue subscription.

rRMmITMRaIMII N
MIKEL '83 Stickers: all except Saratoga still
available (though many virtually oout of print)
50¢ each; 12 for §5; 27 for $}0; all 38 for $12

[~ T oD S04 G
SONG BOOKS: VOL 1 - $12.95; Vol 3 - $16.95 (Anth)
Vol 4 - $5.95 (Garcia); Vol 5 - $4.95 (EZ Guitar);
Official Book of Deadheads: Hhrdcover $25; Soft
glz.ﬂs; Blair Jackson's the Music Never Stopped

322 endacits 197 G35 xlaA11 349 32 book shippir
MAKE CHECKS/MONEY ORDERS
PAYABLE TO: "MIKEL"

—

APRIL FOOL

~ Promised

This years opener series of shows cul-
minates in an April Fools show in the
Dead's backyard at Marin. Now the LAST

time the Dead played an April Fool's('80)
Show was at the Capitol Theatre Passaic NJ.
There, the curtain rose to flnd Jerry &

+ Bobby behind the drums, Billy & Mickey

on guitar. Brent on bass and Phil on organ.
This lineup actually perpetrated a wobbly
Land! . The curtain came down again
at the end of the song, as the group yelled
“April Fooll™ at the bewlldered audience -
some of whom, seeing Jerry drumming away,
were overheard to swear off psychedelics...

e did it!!l Drove fr Jersey to 9P after being
ucky enough {0 get %Tcka{s %{ mafﬁ. B}g Brother
on the video screens...Trave Lodﬁe was taken over
by DEAbheads flowing colors... BRIAN B JerseyCity
First saw the DEAD in '?3fﬁoosevelt S}adium).william
& Mary '38 was best shgw what a Dewl!l). Been to Red
Rocks. '79 and London '81, Saratoga(first time I

our stickers) and Merriwether. New Years were my

irst West Coast shows. I'm a 29-year old Govt bu-
reaucrat who glays_classlcal violin. I think the new
Winter T-shirt design is best "official" one in
Vears. GEORGE A Arllq%igg_%%_ﬁ_____
Thanx for notice on tix. Sent away for a shows
the day I got your letter telling how to get them.
Didn't get to go - my jaw was broken.JOHN G NeedhamMa
Sue & I went to New Years Fve - it was nicest $1000
tr?p we've ever taken. EI&E L Gké Bﬁ $
Saw ﬁou at Dec 28th show, where you
sticker & a MIKEL. My brother & made the trek
from Mass for our first Cal shows. Now I know why
Brian, a friend, sees as many CAl shows as he
can. Jeff W Worcester MA
>aw you or one of your reps at almost every show
in '83 - a fine Year for the DEAD, MIKEL and the
family in general. New Years (m flrst blew me
away. I drove all the way from Chicago & it was
more worth the trouble than I ever dreamedl

LEAF Chicago ILL

HagBK New Yearl SF was so much fun. ALl the happy
DE eads & football fans. MIKE R Arvada CO

saw

ave me a

3

Thanks for latest newssheel. Enclose lease find
a badge from our DEADheads Information Exchange.
We now have 94 members. Our newsletter should be
out early in Feb. KEN INGHAM 12B Highmoor Court
Amersham Bucks/ HP7 9BT ENGLAND
With every passing day I get into the DEAD more & more
I want to turn more people onto the DEAD & listen to
the DEAD as much as possible. I wonder if 1984 will
see another DEAD visit to this country. How about
Stonehenge, Summer Solstice.All Night Longl
ALASDAIR G MACDONALD Wildfield House
Clenchwarto Kiﬁﬁ's Inn/Norfolk
PE 34 4AH ENGLA
fou are the only source I have of keeBing up to date
with the DEAD. CRAIG SPENCE 10 Denbrook Close
Tong Bradford/West Yorks/ BD4 OQR  ENGLAND
T was wondering if space germitted could you print
mE name & address as would love to correspond with
DEADheads in the states (especially femalel)
GEOFF PORTER 34 Mornington Road
Loughton/Essex/ 1G10 RAW ENGLAND

1 hope MIKEL readers will take time to correspond
with the above - some of the most deprived heads
ever. Alasdair publishes a newsletter, The Music
Never Stopped, which features reviews not only of
DEAD shows, but also tapes of shows?!] Across
the Atlantic from England, over the border from
US, is Canada and a newsletter is forthcoming from
British Columbia, aptly called OVER THE BORDER.
For info: write fo #% -~ 3118 Alberta Street
Vancouver, B.C. Vs5Y 3mz2

send a couple of bucks...
(PS - overseas postage (to ENGLAND,e.g.) is

4og per half-ounce. But to write to

Canada costs the same as a US letter)
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THE
GOLDEN
ROAD

Issue #1 of The Golden Road is out.Blair
Jackson of The Music Never Stopped and
BAM is publisher. The 30-page first issue
contains outtakes from TMNS, letters,
Deadline("news + rumor control"”),a Mickey
Hart interview, new years eve pictures,
the words to Wang Dang Doodle, tape
trader want ads etc. etc glibly packaged
in an 8% X 11 booklet. The promised 1983
complete show list is a great disappoint-
ment, full of errors: order of songs is
wrong (including New Years Evel), songs
are omitted(Ship of Fools 4-22, He's Gone
5-15, Truckin' from 6-27, Terrapin 10-17)
songs not played are included, the debut
of Hell in A Bucket is listed in the wrong
show. You get the idea. The MIKEL calendar
has a slightly more accurate list, but
perhaps we'll wait for the wunderkinds,
Printknot Press from Fenn or Liz M from
Vermont for the definitive list. Like
MIKEL Blair is a displaced New Yorker
who loves the DEAD and aspires to write
about them. To subscribe, send $10 to:
GOLDEN ROAD 484 Lake Park Ave # 82
Oakland CA 94610, and tell ‘em MIKEL sent

" SPRING TOUR

The '84 DEAD opener is a series of concerts
at the Marin Verterans Aud Mar 28-9-31Apr 1
Tickets already on sale for that one.
Unofficially, the DEAD also play Las Vegas
Apr 7, Irvine Apr 8, and then HEAD EASTIII
dates are being set up as this issue goes
to press UNOFFICIALLY include (all April)
Hampton(14), Niagara Falls(16) Rochester(17
Glenns Falls(18) Lehigh Univ PA(20)
Spectrum(21) New Haven CT(23-4) Providence
(26-7) and Nassau(29-30) Remember above
dates are rumor only(hope to see ya therel!l)

© SERTTLE WA

=Y paremoonT- 13
How SWGET
THEY LovE e,

Sctanp EmMorin/
SiMPLe TwiST
RUM' RA&SES
St

c/o the next show
box LL0?
covina, ca

23

MeELOD

Ken Kesey’s Son Dies
of Head Injuries After
Oregon Wrestling Crash

The vehicle catap

Culture On 3\levels

Gmtanst Garcia
knocks em dead

- By MIKE HEFFLEY
© For The Register Gaard

true culture, Jerry Garcia's music had
al least as many levels as the three-
-tiered hall itsell.

The first level, the bottom line, was
the obvious fMat-oul boogie jam of clas-
sic, non-Top-40 rock’n’roll in the tradi-
tios of Garcla's Grateful Dead, a "60s
psychedelic anthem and Dionysian-
American electric country dervish
funk, poeiry drowned in sound and fu-
.

This was evidenl from (he first beat
of “Cats Under the Stars.” Ten to 12
dollars & hend, which most “heads™
looked as If they could ill afford,

MU Review,

bought the finest sound, setting and
security/crowd control money could
buy. Bodles shot from seats and into
aisles and began moving like Medusa's
vlperl. the ones that turn you lo stone

I you presume only lo look at them.
' Walching the ushers try to keep them
oul of the alsles was like waliching
Medusa trylag {o groom hersell.

That level of Gerela's culture came

with the first three tunes and nol with-
out its rough spots. His guitar was over-
powering his salty dog voice and Dy-
lanesque poelics/delivery, and Melvin
Seals' souldrained keyboards; his -
ing mshw.sotonlﬂ of tedious.

The audience carried it with un-
critical rapture, going for that first re-
connecling catharsis [ the
warmup rush. This part of the culture
is in the tradition of the old American
revival; long on emotional flash and
sizzle, short on depth.

Bul the deplh comes with Lhe spc-

n-17 »aR Ny

m"Gnetmebnnd new day"™ Nos-
ialgia, move over; culture, roll on.

“This level is about

streams, musical pluralism democra-
tized. The drummer, bassist and two
female vocalists were collectively vet-
erans ol such gospel, jazz. R & B and
psychedelic institutions as Paul Butier-
fleld, Oscar Brown, Sam and Dave,
Chuck Berry, the Hawkins Family,
Herble Hancock, Pharoah Saaders, Taj
Mahal and Quicksilver Messenger
Service.

Garcla s singersongwriter har
come into his own with this group. Bob
Dylan, Jimmy Cliff, Marvin Gaye an-
The Band are the influences he inler-
prets, and he joins their ranks with his
own originals. The sound was balancen
out by the second sel and Garcia's
volce was as clear as his guitar when
the group really tore it up with “Tore
Up" and “Tangled Up in Blue.”

The third level of Garcla's culturs
has to do with place, time and history.
Ken Kesey, whose sitire would have
turned Tom Wolfe green, was on hand
to articulate this aspect, and his is the
volce of this culture's godfather.

“The old Heilig Theatre used to Le

. ¢ ,on this very spol,” be said of the Hult

“It's like the culture came back fo
where it started.” And, “thal second
sel was good Garcia, and good Garcia
Is like hearing Ravi Shankar or John
Coltrane — it irons out your mind."

Garcia's guilar work evokes some-
thing in the West dating back to Pytha-
goras when music, mathemalics, mag-
Ic and ﬂm were one, behwe Plalo

it d body

from soul.

(Mike Heffley fra Eugene wriler
who reviews the performing arls for
the Register-Guard ) .
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The team was traveling from a Friday night
match at Pendleton, Ore, to & Saturday night
meel against Washington State University at
Pullman when its van slid off an iy, hilly road.
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Kesey's p and other of his
family were at Deaconess Medical Center in
Spokane when the wrestler died of head injuries.

Ken Kesey was a member of the 19608

SPOKANE, Wash. (UPI) —Author Ken Kes-
ey's 20.year-old son, Jed, died Monday of
injurles received when a van carrying the
I]mvenlity nl Oregrm wmumg team n!mclrd off

13

smashed 185 feet down
coming Lo a halt against a

i over a g

“It rolled over Lwice and just aboul tore the
';‘?‘_’.P'_ Il.hue.vlﬂi‘oﬂ." said State Patrol Lt Gary R.

and

a sleep embankment counterculture whose use of LSD was chroni-

cled by Tom Wolle in “The Electric Kool-Aid
Acid Test.” Kesey I8 the author of “One Flew
Over the Cuckoo's Nest” and “Sometimes a
Greal Notion ™

barbed - wire fence



